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Whenever there is a tragedy we spend countless hours nationally trying to find the reason it happened.  Hours searching for an answer so we can prevent such a tragedy from ever happening again.  For the physical tragedies like a plane crash or an industrial accident, we most often do finally discover the cause and can take positive action to prevent future occurrences of such accidents.  This gives us closure and allows life to resume as it was before.  But when the tragedy is deliberately caused by a human being, we often are left with only speculation as to what caused the person to do what he did.  Our answer then is, “there is no answer”. 





Ever since the recent tragedy in Littleton, everyone has been trying to isolate the cause.  Why did these two students do it?  What were the major factors influencing their actions? How could it have been prevented?  Perhaps the answer here is “there is no answer”.





We can probably all agree that the violent video games were part of the reason.  As was the apparent harassment by the “Jocks” and their friends.  As was the various violent movies these two had watched.  As was the access to weapons.  As were any number of other reasons.





But, how can we hope to pinpoint the reason for this tragedy when only six to eight students a year do something like this out of the over 16 million high school students in the country? (Say 8 million males, one in a million)  These other students play the same video games, get teased and harassed and suffer just by being a teenager, go to the same violent movies, and have access to guns. (Isn’t is strange that none of these multiple killings have happened at inner city schools where you would expect guns and violence to come into play?)  Maybe one in a million kids is just the normal odds.





The “usual suspects”, violent movies and video games as well as access to guns have been identified.  But what else has been identified so far as contributing causes?  As I write this on 4/26, it is reported that both the school and the police had been notified of the violent and hateful content of the killers’ internet web page. It has been reported that the killers probably committed suicide within one half hour of the start of the horror yet the SWAT team didn’t let medical personnel into the school for three to four hours.  How many of the dead students bled to death?  There’s enough blame to go around to cover the killers, their parents, the school and th
